FIRST  VISIT  TO  PARIS                     I0)
years you have charmed me, and I have longed to know you,,
will you deign to listen to me for a moment?' And I recited
to him his beautiful tirade from *L enable et Radamiste)
which I had translated into Italian blank verse. He listened
with evident delight, for he understood Italian as well as
his own language, and when I had finished he recited the
same scene in French. He was at this time eighty years old,
a perfect Colossus, taller than I by three inches; he ate arid
drank well, talked amusingly, and was celebrated for his
Ions mots; yet he rarely went out, and received few people^
as he was unhappy without his pipe, and the twenty odd
cats who were his constant companions. Indeed he looked
rather like a large cat himself, or a lion, which is much ths
same thing. He kept an old housekeeper, a cook, and a man-
servant. His housekeeper managed everything for him, even
his money, and gave him no account. He held the office of
Royal Censor, and she read aloud the works submitted ta
him, stopping when she came to a passage which she thought
merited his disapprobation; sometimes they disagreed on these
passages, and then their disputes were most laughable. 'Come
back next week, we have not had time to examine your
manuscript/ I once heard her say to an author.
For a year I went to his house three times a week, and 1
learned from him all the French I know, but even he could
not teach me to get rid of my Italian way of turning a
phrase. I am quick enough to see this trick in others, but I
cannot cure myself of it.
Crebillon had paid court to Louis Quinze for fifteen
years, and he told me many a curious anecdote about him,
He said the much talked of Siamese ambassadors were im-
postors subsidized by Madame de Maintenon; he also told
me that he had never finished his tragedy of Cromwell^
because the king had desired him not to employ his pen on
such a scoundrel.
Catilina he considered the worst of his plays; he could
only have made it good, he said, by showing Caesar as a
young man, which would have been as ridiculous as to put